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The Great British Long Jump 2018

Name of Pilotc William Wood

Name of CePilot ¢ Matthew Billing

Retrieve Driverc Peter Ollivere

Balloon Reg; G:CBEJ

Balloon Type and SizeThunder and Colt 120A
Date of Flight- 9t of October 2018

Propane atStart ¢ 580 litres plus 40 litres inflation
Propane at finishg 30 litres

Starting placeg Chideock, Dorset (50° 43' 40.7676" N, 2° 48
52.9776" W)

Landing Place Southrepps, Near Cromer, Norfolk (52° 53' 18.366"
N, 1° 21' 35.8452" E)

Start Timeg 0810 BST

Landing Timeg 1600 BST

Duration of Flightg 7 hours, 50 minutes
Straight Line Distance Claime&d233 miles
Average Speed 30.5 miles per hour
Maximum Height Flowrg, 3,900ft

Wind Direction¢ 054 degrees

Landing Drag;, 80ft




It was the 28 of Sepember, Will and | are on our way to pick up his balloon for him to fly his Type
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After the exam was finished and Will had everything ticked off, we started planning. There was
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the ground work was alreadthere! We contacted Peter Ollivere, another Eastbourne based
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After a brief second to consider, Peter gave the affirmative, and our team was complete.

After missing one slot du® cider deliveries (sorry chaps) we found a forecast that showed 25 knots
along one of our proposed routes. The flight was on!
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Discovery and travelled acro® coast to a lovely little pub, before heading to a Bed and Breakfast
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excitement and the rather daunting task of what was about to happen suddenly sunk in!

The alarm sounded at 6am and we drove onto the launch field and headed for a sheltered corner.
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T Dh et B | inflation. Luckily, we had a T&C

120 to take all this weight!
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The balloon laid out and the fan

on, we had a rather gusty iation

followed by a great deal of

thrashing around. In any normal

case, we may have ripped out and
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across the field, but with one of the burners held open, with a few frequent bursts from the other,
we were out of the gusts and into the air proper. It was time to do some serious flying.

A speed of 22 knots was found at ambi2,300ft and a good track was found. We followed this for
around thirty minutes before climbing up to 3,200ft where we found 28 knots. That was more like it!



Will was doing a great job on the radio through various
airspace and navigating, whereas | Mefsto do the
flying. The balloon was seriously heavy at this point anc
we were going through fuel at around 2L/min. Not ideal
but we knew with each burn, we were getting lighter, a
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A suitable field on our track was located, but we were
whipping dong, 19 knots at about 6 feet above the
ground. Needs must though, and Will manoeuvred us t
a
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the four tanks hit the soft earth, rolled a little,

before settling in somewhat close proximity

each other.

~The difference this made was instantly
. noticeable. We soared back up at around
~ 600ft/min and we were now burning a hell of a
~lot less, meaning we were eeking out a much
" nicer 1.1L/min.

. We ascended back to around 3,500ft and found
our perfect track once aagn Then the game of finding the fastest wind in the layers was on. 25, 27,
29 and then there it was 30 knots! A band around 100ft was guiding us towards our originally
planned target, Cromer!

We passed several great landmarks on our flight. We flew dgét the driveway to Longleat House,
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a nice bit of nostalgia for me, having attended the wonderful record breaking inflation day there

some twenty one yeargrior.



Other highlights were passing I , — W—
beside Salisbury Plain, passing e, T
over the Devizes locks, flying
straight over the city of Oxford

After we passed the 150 mile
mark, it really dawned on us that
this could be a very ggial flight.
Our fuel consumption was good, P8
the direction and speed was in oug
favour and Cromer looked like a g
genuine possibility. Will was doin v 3
a fantastic job on the radio, talking X .
to the many airports we were
passing, whilst | kept us at a level®
flight.

The 200 mile mark was met with celebratory hugs and, in the distance, we could see the Wash. We
had around 120 litres of propane left and Cromer just kept getting closer. Our gas usage was down
to just under a litre a minute, the track was still spot and it looked like we were actually going to

run out of land, not propane!

We skimmed Norwich airport and started
looking for a suitable spot to land. We
waited until the GPS read 230 miles point to
point and started the descent. Will asked
Norwich b report speed and direction on
the ground. We were told Direction: 210 and
speed: 10 knots.

: As we descended, we steered round to the

. “‘\\\\n t\ : =82 left and looked out for a place to land. We
- were still reading 21 knots at around 700

feet, so field selection was quite A Y LI S X

Big!




After missing the corner of one field, we aimed for a long ploughed field and braced for landing. Ten
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envelope. We made our final approach, gave a quick double burn to try and level out and braced for
landing.

The drag was quite short lived thanks to the RDS, but we
managed to fill the basket with lot of mud and dust! When
it all settled we crawled out of the basket and checked the
GPS. 233 miles point to point, what a result! Looking at the
YILE 6SQR fFyRSR GKNBS TAS
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We packedaway the balloon and took it to the edge of the
field, checked on our phones to see if the pub in the villages
was open, then headed there for a celebratory pint and wa
for the retrieve. Peter arrived around an hour later and afte
congratulations and thaks, we went back to pick the balloo
up and head off.

We were now very close to where
Peter was stationed during his RAF
days, in Coltishall. The team was
now on a tour around his old

. neighbourhood, stopping to revisit
the house where he once lived with
his wife and young children. We
then went to the local pub The
YAy3a | SFR F2NJ I  &dz2NBD
complete with the local Abbots Ale
and headed home.

Special thanks to Ken & Jeff at Virgin for lending us the balloon. Thanks also to John Rosedor gettin
us clearance through Brize if we needed it. But of course, a HUGE Thanks to Peter for the use of his
car and driving the epic retrieve across country and picking up the tanks

for us en route!

ASCENSION
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The Great British Long Jump 2018

Nameof Pi | ot sééééeééééée. Peter Gregory & Tom Hook

,,,,,,,,,,,,

Name of BalloonééeééeeéeééeéFat Parrot

Type and size of BalloonéeéeR@eééeeééeCAM Z

Date of flighté&éééééeeéeneOCEEBER20IB6

Propane at startééeééeééeééel2 tanks/ 630 litres
Propane at finishééééééééltréséée. . éé. .30

Starting placeéééélnnerl eithe30585do0tl and 55. 61245
Landing placeééééSturton bO686343ow 53. 309153,

Start timeééééééécééecéeceéecéeceéeée. . 0820
Duration of flightééééeééeéééeééeééeé8hrs 30 mins
Straight |l ine distance claimedéééééééééls8s.4 mil

Average speedééééeééécéeéeéeéecéeéeéeéee21.8 mph

Maxi mum height flownéééééééééeééeéesbnnn feet

Wind directionéééééééeécééeeéécééeéelon degrees
Witnessestotake -of f € é Gr ah am, Cleikum Mill Lodge 077905
(inc. tel. no. & email)

Witnesses to | andingééMr Baomt cLNXe2AP We st wood F

(inc. tel no. & email )

/////////

Length of | anding dragééeééééeeéeé. 40 yards

Signature of Pilot




26th October 2018 Thomas Hook &
Peter Gregory

2018 Long Jump

Peebles - Peebleshire to Sturton by Stow -
Lincolnshire




26th October 2018 Thomas Hook & Peter Gregory

Thomas & Peter had never done a long jump before and so dézidethborate and partake

in this years long jump competition! Thomas offered the balloon, vehicle and some gas,

whilst Peter provided the remaining gas and his particular expertise on the Air band Radio
having recently fully qualified as a commercialiag pilot.

On Thursday 25th October, with time running thin, both pilots had agreed that a potential slot
had presented itself for the following day. A newthsterly turning into a northorth-

westerly meant that a launch to the north could allow ftightfback toward the east coast.

At 12:00pm Thursday, Peter and his mother Louise Gregory (amazing crew) loaded their car
up and left Cirencester with tanks, snacks, bags and drinks and following a delay up the M1
made it to Tibshelf, Derbyshire after a6urs. Whilst on their journey Peter did a final

weather check, confirmed it with Thomas and together they located the nearest town
according to the met, which was Peebles, a royal burgh in Peebleshire. Accommodation was
booked instantly in Peebles andeafexplaining the intentions of the teams stop over, the
accommodati on owner Graham even said heod he
Already the team were behind schedule, but upon their arrival, Peter & Louise along with
Thomas and his father &iard (also amazing crew) finished loading up the van which

consisted of 4 seats, 2 fans, 1 balloon (120,000ft3), one basket, burner and 13 tanks, a slightly
tight fit to put it mildly! The team headed off North straight away, the driving time to Peebles
was another 4.5 hours, so with Louise in the back seat and unable to escape for a toilet stop,
Thomas and Peter in the passenger seats analysing maps under phone lit torches, Richard
drove the entire route up towards Peebles. Having arrived late in Tik3kdfyshire it

meant the team didnoét arrive there until 22:

Due to the outside temperatures and the absence of nitrogen, a couple of the tanks were taken
inside the accommodation overnight to keep warm, it was forecast almost freezing on the
groundat 8am the next morning and some chilly sub zero temperatures at 5000ft. Pressure
was one of the concerns throughout the flight as these temperatures were not forecast to
warm up quickly nor throughout the day.
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Whilst Thomas and Peter were making their final flight plans before bed, the crew made a
smart decision to locate the nearest public house for a well earned beverage, or two. Late
night flight plans included contacting Danger areas D512/D510 to seek permission to pass.
After no success, it was decided to navigate through these areas as to avoid getting shot down
or hit by a jet.

Following a quick sleep, the morning alarms chime@aah, Thomas and Peter made their

final weather checks, the winds were unchanged and although patches of rain/sleet were
forecast throughout the morning a small slot for launch betweerD8amwas available. This

was it! After a quick shower and breakfabe warm tanks were loaded back into the van and
after a subsequent conversation with Graham, the YMCA owner, the team headed towards a
local launch site just south of Peebles, a publicly used car park in the form of a grass field
located at 488895/6166008

Initial set up in the dark took the team an hour. The basket in use was the largest basket
available without partition which meant 4 V30 tanks were strapped to the outside, whilst 6
60L titaniums remained insi de, 3@foranflagionwi t h
which would be left behind after launch. There was still plenty of room inside the basket to
keep warm, in the form of squats! Once the bottom end was fully rigged and balloon laid out,
a final attempt to contact danger areas was made nwituck again, it meant that the pilots
would have to go in between them.

At 8:20am Thomas began to inflate the balloorGGEN) amongst some medium gusting.

The launch site provided some shelter to the vast hillsides which surrounded tloa locati
Peebles, however it did mean that a steep climb was needed following the launch in order to
avoid any concerns. The nearest peak was some 1200ft above the launch site and only 1km
away. After all pre flight checks had been confirmed, the balloorfinay launched with

both pilots naturally undertaking the responsibility of the burner.
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Fortunately the immediate wind direction took us away from any obstacles, which also

included a public bike track, and some tall conifers just downwinthitthe first minute of

flight, it began to snow! It was at this point that Thomas decided to tell his girlfriend Emma

that he was doing the long jump, so with a quick face time video Emma watched both pilots

and the balloon ascend to 2000ft where tlensscattered the view of the Scottish hill side.

The gradient wind was stable, 20kts but slightly different as forecast, a heading of 140 was
predicted yet the direction in real time was
southtooearlyandovu |l déve put us in D150. A new headi
flight was maintained lower in order to get some left. Aftefl50minutes of some worrying

and getting nothing better than 150, a valley near Hawick presented itself. The valley winds
proved pentiful with regards to steerage but were not kind with speed, only 6kts doing 090.

There was no choice but to stay in the valley and maintain the heading but already we knew

we were sacrificing some distance to achieve this.



After passing Hawick, thpilots kept the balloon low and after changing the 1st tank after
40minutes, they hogged the ground where safe and necessary to maintain what was now
consistently 140 and to allow successful passage of the danger zones. The altitude was
interchanged to yrand keep some speed along with direction at the same time, but getting
the best of both was proving difficult. The crew in the meantime had stayed off the main
roads and motorways and stayed close by to try and get some photos. They then headed to
6thetl cafe in Enghaaglndd for breakfast

Once through the danger zone corridor, as it was then named, ThoResr&tarted to
climb to avoid Newcastle Airspace. The forecast had informed us of a direction that would
veer round to 160 at height, however at 5000ft although this was accurate the speed was only



22kts. On the way up Thomas noticed a layer of wirBb80ft which had 30kts and still a

fairly good direction. For a few hours, the pilots cruised aB@&s just under a layer of

scattered clouds, which in turn sucked the balloon up and consequently spat it back out from
time to time.

Having been listenintp Newcastle, it was not necessary to contact them, we remained

distant from them at this point and as we passed Stanhope we missed the outer edge of their
airspace. The next challenge was to avoid danger areas D408, Feldom Ranges, located 5km
north wesof Richmond and D442, 10km to the south. Peter liaised with contacts at D408

and managed to get permission through this area, however we were not allowed through
D442 as it was active.

Slowly the wind direction and speed became very consisterdydrage speed varied

between 225kts and heading between 1565, this was to be expected, as the forecast
didnét show any signs of any quicker winds,
After surpassing D408 and avoiding D442 Thomas & Peter started their comnuanscati

with MATZ. With a more consistent wind direction now than at any point previously, it was
apparent that the track would be heading in towards Leeming airspace who very kindly
advised us throughout our passing after Tom had a go on the radio. Pedtsorsttempting

to now communicate with Sherbern, a small airfield to the south whom would be on the
balloons track, Sherbern barely acknowledged the Balloon, and so a transit above 2000ft was
practiced. As we passed over, we saw the light aircraft initeiad practicing their touch

and gobs.




Once east of Harrogate and still heading south east, the main concern was to now avoid class
D airspace, Leeds Bradford CTR and Sheffield Doncaster CTR, the latter being the more
probable concern. The head was proving difficult, with no steerage the flight plan

naturally took us past Leeds,

but it was apparent that we would be heading towards Sheffield Doncaster CTR. Thomas
looked up the activity and departures within the airspace for the afternoon.

So his was it, after leaving Sherbern airspace at 15:10pm, 6hours & 50 minutes after launch,
Thomas & Peter were contemplating a landing to the north of Doncaster near Pollington. The
crew were informed and headed to a rough landing location. However, little ttivity
within the airspace at Sheffield, only 2 emb
a try! Peter made initial contact with Sheffield Doncaster and asked for permission to transit
directly

26th October 2018

over head. It was tour surprise that complete passage was granted betweei3Q000

AGL.

This allowed the flight to continue into Lincolnshire, we flew overhead Gainsborough when
we decided it was time to land. We were now on our last tanks, once both of them were
beginnirg to read, a descent to low altitude was made in order to begin planning approaches.
After a short time scouting ahead in the countryside south of Gainsborough, a relatively small
stubble field with no gate was located.

Upon final approach, Thomas and Petalised it would be a relatively quick landing, some
20kts+ as the ground winds were consistent with winds all the way up and had been
throughout the afternoon. Upon impact, all the small items went backwards as they bounced
outwards of the basket, lutkthe RDS proved worthy and stopped the balloon within 50

yards of touch down, after 8.5 hours the flight was complete, the final destination was just
east of Westwood Farm, Sturton by Stow, 654293/5908910. A friendly local farmer at
Westwood Farm adviskeus of the landowner, once packed away we followed directions and
left a bottle and a note.

26th October 2018 Thomas Hook & Peter Gregory

The team traveled back to Thomasd which at t
made sensefd*et er and Louise to join the Hookds fc
head back the morning after sorting out all the equipment once more.



Following the publications of all long jump results for the 2018 year, a full video will be
releasedtoshowhomas & Peterds |l ong jump experience
interesting landing! You can view the video on YouTube by searching on the

HookBallooning channel, it will also be shared on Facebook.

ook Ballooning

3 YouTube



The Great British Long Jump 2018

Name of PilotééélJonathan Tyrrell
NameofCo -pi | ot éé. None
Name of BalloonééélLadybird

Type and size of Bal |I-I0b(@@eBWOIKa mer on N
Date of f | i'gOCT@GBER 2068
Propane at startééeéda68 Litres (10 tanks)
Propane at f i hifreshééé37
Starting placeé.. éNewport City Airfield, South V
Landing placeé. éLong Drax (Nr Selby, North YorKks
Start timeéeée08: 30
Duration of flightééé6 hours 35 minutes
Straight I|line distance claimedééel72 statute mile
Average speedéééé26 mph
Maximumhe i ght fl ownééél0, 440 feet
Wind directionééééSouth Westerly (between 225 an
Witnessestotake -of f € é Ken Bowen
(inc. tel. no. & email)
€eén1633 279222
Witnesses to |l andingééMr Miller
(inc. tel no. & email )
€é. 01757 618310

Length of | anding dragééél50 feet

Signature o



For me, one of the appeals béllooning generally has always been the sense of adventure it gives

you. | cannot claim that my long jump attempt did anything that nobeldg has doné&efore but |

can claim, with pride, that | pushed my own boundaries, beat several personal records and gave

myself a smalhsight into what it must have been like for those early intrepid aviators. | made the
RSOA&aA2Y GKFG L gla 3A2Ay3 (2 Fte Ay wnmyQa f2y3
although it had been an aspiration of mine for 2 or 3 years. Mysiatiwas aided by the fact that |

was now flying a 105 so any attempt could be a little more competitive.

| made quite a few preparations throughout September including collecting 8 titanium tanks (kindly
lent to me by Rick Vale), studying charts, catingaconsumption and load and sourcing quite a few
ratchet straps to carry tanks on the outside of the basket. | had decided that | would fly with all 8
titaniums plus two of myvorthington master cylinders and possibly an extra worthington
(depending onhe temperature on the day). | would also inflate off a separate tank.

hyOS Ayid2 hOG20SNE L 0SOFYS 20aSaaSR gAGK OKSO{ A
really anticipated how tactical the long jump was in this respect until tBéouldl take an

opportunity early on in the month then risk seeing a better opportunity later on and regret being
impatient? | had several possible routes in mind so | was initially looking for particular wind
directions. Perhaps | was doing this the wrong way tbtiough and should have identified good
weather before deciding upon a route? ThHédf the month offered a chance to fly from Scotland;
perhaps | should have been more prepared to get myself up there? In danger ghionveng it, |

made a loose plamimy head that | would keep looking for one of my desired directions until half
way through the month and if nothing had presented itself by then | would start to think outside the
box. A couple of opportunities went by but | passed on them, mainly disckoof decent speed at
height. Although it was to be my first long jump, | had set myself an ambitious target of 200 miles.

Storm Callum hit the country michonth and we had a lot of rainfall. It was forecast to be followed

by a period of high pressurbdugh. Over that weekend, | had my eye on a possible slot for

Wednesday 1%. The direction would allow me to fly from South Wales to Yorkshire. | decided to

review it on Monday morning by which time, there was a decent 30mph at 10,000 feet but anything

under 6,000 feet slowed down to as little as8éhph. | could fly from Wales at a good altitude but

g2dzf R KIS (G2 RSA0OSYyR y2NIK 2F . ANNVAYIAKFEY FYyR 91
to such a low speed and virtually stop. High pressure was glgaithg to be dominant on

Wednesday and so | ruled it out.

However, | remembered something that Mike Scholes had said tdaend Deborah liked to fly on

a day where there was an advancing high pressure system. This recollection prompted me to look at
the day before. It was forecast to be quite a cloudy day, particularly in the morning, with some fog
and mist around and even some drizzle in certain areas. However, the wind direction/speeds were
spot on for a South Wales to Yorkshire attempt and the cloagk and visibility were forecast to



imporove throughout the day. Critically, the wind speeds at lower gradients were still fairly
respectable 1825mph but surface speeds were calm first thing. It was worth a shot!

Two of my colleagues (David Hill aniz&beth Dixon) were recruited and both were keen to be
involved (purely to stop me constantly talking about the weather | suspect). | messaged Marcus
{ KSLIKSNR |a ¢Sttt oK2 tABSa YR 62Nyl a Ay [AyO2fys
appeared to lave work almost imediately to pack a bag (perhaps he was having a bad day?) and

make the 4 hour journey to my house in Stourport. A quick call was also made to my boss to wiggle

2dzi 2F (G2Y2NNRoQa YSSiAy3aaod L4 ctivéatWorkihdtdayBut &1 & { K
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careful not to wake up my 2 year old daughter and ruin, my gamhE ! ft Aa2y Qa RIFI&d 28§
Ludlow to pick up David and Elizabeth before driving down to Newport City Airfield (Upfield farm),

just 1 mile north of the Bristol Channel; | had made arrangements the day before with the owner,

Ken. We set up (which toaks a while as we were not accustomed to fixing tanks on the outside of

the basket) and | was airborne at 0830. Despite some drizzle and fog on the drive to Wales there was
actually some blue sky on takdf and it was clear enough to easily see acrostistol Channel.

The forecast wind direction seemed spot on and | gently climbed until | was tracking about 020; the
direction | needed to go north of Birmingham airspace (about 80 miles away). Cloud was now below
me and | was basking in surprisngly waumshine. The direction was not constant though and at
around 6,500 feet | was getting two much right so a continued climb to 10,000 feet brought me back
round to the left. Over the next 3 hours, time went quickly and | was busy monitoring my direction
caefully. A few degrees difference was enough to take me quite a few miles off my intended track

so constant adjustments to my altitude were necessary. | was also monitoring my fuel consumption
carefully. | used the first titanium tank (49L) in 28 minutas bs you would expect, each one got

better and by the time | was onto the fifth tank, my consumption was well under 1 Litre a minute.
Solar warming had to be helping me here! | did find time, however, to take a couple of obligatory
selfies and | lookedut for some familiar sights as | travelled just 3 miles from hom. In this first

section of the flight, | averaged just under 30mph hitting 35mph at times. Apart from paying close
attention to my direction it was relatively simple; fly high and fly fasingiwere about to change
0K2dzZaK & L FLIINZIFOKSR 22t @SNKIFYLIi2y FyR GKS y2N
Birminghamairspacewas as busy as you would expect it to be on a week day (as Cardiff had also
been) but they gave me a basic service. On descending, | found | had too much right. | was trying to
think ahead and ensure that | kept my route between Birmingham, ManchesterlMidiands and
Doncaster airspace completely open. | continued to descend in order to get the left | needed at the
A ONATAOS 2F a2YS &LISSRe L ¢gla y2¢ 3A2Ay3A G HaYL
honest; nobody wants to be that low over Werhampton! Daventry CTA now sat at 4,500 feet

above me but at 4,000 feet | knew | had the wrong direction and | would be bringing my flight to an
early close so | stayed at low level doing my best to maintain at least 20mph. Once north of Cannock
my ceilhg was now raised to 5,500 feet so | decided to see what direction | had at 5,000ft. It was ok
(just about) so | stayed there for a while now hitting speeds of 46mph at times.



My thoughts were now turning to Doncaster ATZ which, despite being 40milesl atiene, was my
oAIASalG LRGEGSYOGAlrf 20adGlFO0fS (G2 NBFOKAY3I b2NIK , 2N
to go east of it so would have to stick to my plan of going west of the ATZ but this would mean | was
going to need yet more left whichwlas likely only to get at fairly low level. | was so busy steering
through airspace and operating the radio that | had to delay my lunch (not a decision | took lightly). |
was treated to a flypast by a couple of military jets in formation whilst | ate chgese and pickle
sandwich. It got more and more difficult to find the left I needed without sacrificing too much speed
and eventually, south of Sheffield, | had to resort to going back down to around 1,500feet. At times |
was doing less than 15mph. Itffekinfully slow and | began to wonder whether | would ever get
myself into North Yorkshire. | persevered, however, until | calculated that | could climb and the right
would clear me of the ATZ.

| was now using my last two tanks (batlorthingtons). Botteylinders were likely to be at around

20% off full as | had been running both vapour pilot lights from them for the entire fightv more

than 6 hours long. As | climbed, the first tank started registering on the gauge sooner than | expected
which immaliately turned my thoughts to landing. | wanted to maximise my distance but | had
wasted a lot of fuel adjusting my height to get the right direction and had resigned myself to the fact
that | would not hit my 200 mile target a while ago. | knew it wadyfadiustery on the ground too

which | knew could make a landing tricky/unpredictable and | wanted therefore to allow myself
enough fuel for several failed approaches. | had no desire to find myself struggling to land with very
little fuel.

I was just soth of Drax power station at around 3,000 feet doing 35mph when | spotted a cluster of
stubble fields next to the river Ouse. | decided | would attempt an approach into one of them. Once
clear of the power station | began a decsent at around 800 feet peuten | felt like | was flying in

the Nationals again and heading for a JDG; my mind was totally focussed. The balloon wanted to spin
a lot as it descended so constant adjustments to the turning vents were needed to keep myself
orientated correctly for lading. A few double burns rounded the descent off nicely and | was

perfectly lined up for the largest of the fields. | hit the ground doing 24mph, certainly the fastest
landing | had experienced, and clung onto the RDS line for dear life whilst watanmmé after

tramline disappear underneath the basket rapidly. Eventually, | came to a rest.

Almost immediately, | was greeted by a typically friendly Yorkshireman who commented that |

appeared to have quite a few tanks and asked if | had come far.pié, | told him | had travelled

from South Wales, 172 miles away, in 6 hours 35 minutes but he appeared disappointingly

dzy RSNBKStf YSR® L KAyl L ¢la& SELSOGAYT I KSNRQa ¢
for him or maybe he is simply diffitwb impress? | got his name and number as a witness to my

landing however and he left me alone to reflect on my flight.



I had done my best to keep Marc, David and Elizabeth informed on my progress throughout the

flight by texting them my position andtentions as regularly as my phone signal allowed me. They

had done very well despite not seeing me at all since Newport and on contacting them they were
less than half an hour away. Unbeknown to me, they had been stopped by the Police near Doncaster
for overtaking a Lambourgini at approximately 240mph (or possibly a far less impressive traffic
offence). | packed away what | could and they arrived shortly after | had sat down to rest (possible
not a coincidence?!). We began the 4 hour journey home. Maragaiout that he was just 70

miles from home but his vehicle was 230 miles away on my drive; you just cannot please some
people.

My track, showing how much time | wasted getting around Doncaster ATZ. Instead of eating fish and
chips on the sea front iBcarborough, we had McDonalds at a service station near Selby.

o »
o




Limited roomg at one point | dropped my sparker on the floor of the basket and it proved quite a
challenge retrieving it when you hardly have enough space to bend your knees.
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JCB headquarters, Rocestlaft) Drax power station( Right)Landing sight is just out of frame to

the right. According to Wikipedia, Drax has the highest generating capacity of any power station in

GKS 'Y 4G oXdpnc YS3ItglGiad L AYIFIIAYS GKFG 61 & oK
camera and phoneshe night before.




Landing field was large, dry and distinctly lacking any crowds of welcoming Yorkshire folk to give me
I KSNBQa ¢SftoO2YSo

Waiting for my crew to arrive whilst they were parked around the corner inventing an excuse
involving lanenforcement.



The Great British Long Jump 2018

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Name of PilotéeéeéeééeAdrian Browneéeeéeée

Name of Flight Attendant ééHelen Ashworth ééeééé.
Name of Bal | oeBnXDéRe €6G BRI GHT FUTURE®G

Type and size of BalloonéééélLindstrand 77A

Date of f1 i ghOCTOBERR018 6

Propane at startéé. 4 x V306s & 1 x V20 2801 t
Propane at finishéé 4 x V306s & 1 x V20 121 ts
Starting placeé Harpsden Par k, Henl ey on Thames
Landing placeé ééGrange Farm, Steeple Gidding, S

,,,,,,,,,,,,,

St ar t timeééé 11: 25 am éééééeééecéeéeecéeé

,,,,,,,,

Duration of flightéé 3 hours 40 minutes éééééécéé

,,,,,

Straight |l ine distance cl aimed éééééb67 statute n

,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Average speedéééé 19 mph é. ééééééeéééeééeécé.
Maxi mum height flownéééeééeééeééeél3, 000 feet
Wind directionéééeél70 then 190 to 200 eéeéeéeé.
Witnessestot ake-of f é é Mar k Shemi | t €07831 700800
(inc. tel. no. & email)
cééecéecéeéécééecéecéee
Witnesses to | andingéééeéAdrian Abblitt €& 07971 2

(inc. tel no. & email )

Lengthofland i ng dr agééeééd7 metres

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Signature of PilotééééeéeAdrian Brownééeéeeéeé



LongJumpingDbuo2018

Forthe lastcoupleof yearsl haveflown the LongJumpsolo.Whilstthis was
greatfun, L @dtidednexttime to sharethe experiencewith ablecrewchief
Helen,akaour ¥ a dz¥ HZ5\§ sh@waswilling.

Helensaidshewould like to join me but hadafew
concernsaboutthe amenitieson board. All we cansayis
that all precautionswere takenandfortunately not
required. Therewere howevera coupleof requeststo
joiningme for our flight.

Firstly,providinglunch(includingmuffins)andsecondly,
andby no meansleast,writing the followingreport. For
this, my part of the report, | would like to thankall those
involvedwith Wt f |@ySt choicelaunchsite from the
Cotswold, andapologiedor havingto canceldueto an
unfavorablechangein wind direction. Maybeg S @dmé
andtry againnextyear.

Thankyouto Mark Shemiltfor providingan alternativeairfield and assisting
with the launch.Manythanksto AndyMalesand Jeff
Robertsfor atop retrieve;arrivingwithin 5 minutesof
our landing.

Speciathanksto Helen,for not only keepingusfed,
wateredandbeingexcellentcompanyasusual,but for
your continuedsupport,enthusiasnmandeverready
W OR gafitude. L Qy¥adyou enjoyedthe flight and
thankyoufor your excellentreport below. Shaliwe do
it allagain

nextyear?




Long Jump, Tuesday 16th October 2018

AlmostimmediatelyafterlastyearsLong Jumpwe werethinking aboutthis
yeas, exceptit would bethe pilot Adrian Brown anda plusoneHelen
Ashworth.

We hadbeenlucky enoughto recruita very enthusiastidteammemberthis year
calledAndy, whois retiredandis happyto crewwhenneedecandwasvery
muchup for the Long Jump.

Fastforwardto Septembeandchathadalreadybegun
aboutthe Long Jump,mainly whenwe wereall available.
We hadbeento the OneMan Meetthefirst weekendn
Octoberandall the cylinderswerenow empty,sothe
Mondayeveningwasa goodtime to configurethemin the
basketandfind outhow 6 ¢ o m pt av&sgjoingto be.It
wasandwordssardinesandtin sprangto mind!

Adrianrefuelledandwe werenearlyreadyto go. We
madelist of whatwe wereresponsibldor includingcycling helmetsl went
homewith my list andmy husbandvaslooking atit andquestionedhecycling
helmet.l explainedt maybeafasterthanusuallanding.His responsavaso we | |
| hopeyoud o mdémageheh e | met 0 .

Therestof theweekwasout of the questiorbecaus®f work, holidaysandthe
weatherhowever thefollowing Wednesdayookedpromising.Westerlywind
thatwould takeustowardshomefrom the Walesarea.On Friday| lookedat
possibldaunchsitesbetweerHerefordandNewport,| founda coupleand
passedhemoverto Adrian. He alsoprimedthe crew.In the meantimeAdrian
hadbeenin contactwith a pilot friend Jeff Robertswhois alsoretiredandasked
if hewould like to helpoutandhesaidyes.

Ontheveryrainy Sunday] spoketo Adrian onthephone.Theweatherad
changedor the Wednesdayit hadbecomeunsettledwith light andvariable
wind butthe Tuesdaylookedmuchbetter,althoughthe directionwasnow south
westerly.Adrian spoketo the crewto re-arrangefor Tuesdayhealsoaskedleff
if heknewof anyonen the southwestthathaduseof alaunchsite. Mark
Shemilthadbeenmentioneda coupleof times,a pilot with acessto afield in
Henleyon Thames.

Sundaynightit wasconfirmedto the Teamto meetin Litlington Village Hall
carparkat 7am,Tuesday.



Theo We | departméntventin to action:muffins weremade wrapsandfruit
purchase@ndthe unenviablebaggedip milk bottleesayno more!Hat, gloves,
thermalssunglassesgadingglassessparklywellies,cameranotepadandpen
andthecycling helmet.Adrian concentrate@n theradios,maps strapscold
drinksandcycling helmet.

On Tuesdayl6thwe metin Litlington just before7amwith Andy feelingunder
the weatherwith a cold but wasstill keento comealong.We took the two hour
trip downto Henleyon Thamesstoppingat Beaconsfieldservicedor a coffee.
Thegroundwasquitewet from thetwo daysof rain we hadjusthadbut we were
confidentby the afternoorwe couldpackthe envelopeawaydry.

Mark, hissonandBingothecockapoanetusin thecarparkasarrangedvedrove
upto thelaunchfield, it wasagoodjob we hadfour wheeldrive goingup thewet
slopein thefield! Theearlymorningmistbegarto clearandthe sunwasstarting
to shinethrough.Mark very kindly helpedus setup andwantedto stayto seeus
launchandhealsogaveusthefrequenciesor BensonBookerandBrize Norton
shouldwe needthemandpointedouttheS A dnghearea.

We hadfive cylindersin the basket(1 V20 and

4V 3 0 arg pne strappedon the outsidefor .
inflation thatwe left behind. “_
At 1120l climbedinto thebasketwhichwasan

experiencein itself and we left at 1125. The

planwasto changdrom the sparklywelliesto soft shoesasl hadhad
asorefoot overthepreviousweekshowever| ditchedthatideawhen
| ¢ 0 u | estemb@riddownto pick theshoeaup! It wasslightly cloudy
with awind of 14ktsandwe healedoff in aNNW direction,travelling
up the ThamesgcontactinglVy ¢ o mhiesgacat1145.At 1150we
hadour first tank change swappingthe V20 to thefirst of theV 3 0 Gssgour
trustedblue sticky tapeto coverthe gaugeon the usedcylinders.We travelled
throughasmalllayerof industrialhazeto wherethesunwasshiningandactually
guite hot!




After all the excitemenit wastime for a muffin, ensuringthe pilot hadonewith
plentyof datesn asthereandbeencomplaintson arecentouting! We werenow
at3000ftflying oververylargehousewith vastgroundsWe soonleft Wycombe
andthankedhemfor their assistancbeforemakingcontactwith Haltonat1227.
Our first V30 neededchangingl237,by now we weretravellingover Aylesbury
at 22kts in NNE direction. At 1248 we left Halton and againthankedthemfor
their assistanceBy now it wasa beautifulday, so muchso thatwe could have
donewith SPF50 but unfortunatelythe 6 We | fdepartenénhadfailed in this
area! We headedtowardsLeighton Buzzardtrying to contactLuton approach
from 1259onwardsnaturallytheywereverybusybutwe madecontactwith them
at 1302.We hit LeightonBuzzardat 1310anddecidedt waswraptime, 3000ft
whilst travellingat 19.4ktsandlisteningcarefullyto theradio.It wasatthis point
Adrianlookedworriedandsaystomed | dostmys ung | Mgreplyet ber e
onyourse y e Bidreplyé t h 5 foiiHer e p dMefiniShedourlunchandleft
Luton approachat 1323 beforecontactingCranfieldwhilst flying over Woburn
at 1328. Cranfield advisedus of gliding activity on DunstableDowns andlow
cloud.We spoketo thema coupleof timesto confirm our locationfor departing
aircraft. We droppedhroughtheindustrialhazeto 1500ftandmadecontactwith
the retrievewho were not far behindus. At 1335we changedo our next V30,
bluetapingthe usedcylinderbeforemovingonto thenextone.

Thevisibility wasgoodby now andwe could seeKempstonin the distanceand
the Milbrook testtrackto our right. At 1349we left Cranfieldwho wishedsafe
onwardtravel.

At 1400we weretravelling at 17ktsat 1700ft, whereour directiontook us over
Bedford Aerodromewith all the new cars on the disusedrunways, Palmer
Motorsportwith theirtestcircuit anda RedBull testfacility nearBedfordPrison.
ThenextV30d i dlastiatlong andwe wantedto leaveit with 10% spare so
at 1412we changedo ourlastV30 nearSackville.We hadslowedup to 12.4kts
now anddecidedit wasbananaime. We could seeSadville airstripto our left

and Adrian commentedd Wo u | itdbe fariny if Tim sawu s Beforehe had
finishedhis sentencehe phonebeganto ring. We werefumbling aroundto find

the phoneandmissedthe call buta messagappearedrom Tim sayingd Wean
seey 0 UM bothlookedateachotherandsaidhow spookywasthat!

At 1423we hadagoodview of GrafhamWaterto our right andthe A14 directly
aheadf us.We madecontactwith theretrieveto find outtheirlocationandthey
were at the A1/A14 interchange.Flying over Hungry Hill we offered it two
bananakinswhichit graciouslyacceptedWe crossedhe A14 at 1440travelling
at 14.5kts,the flags at a nearbyindustrialestatdookedvery taughtin the wind.
We informedtheretrieveof our intentionto find somewherdo land shortlyand
theyacknowledgedheycouldseeus.



We beganto stoweverythingloosein the basketplusthe electronicghatwe no

longerneededflight bag,pilot restrainton andgot out our cycling helmetswith

me beingmindful of my husbandsequeshotto damaget! Thelasttankstarted
to registeraswe flew alongthesideof HamertonZoo Parktrying notto upsethe
residentsandwe wereawareof the large pylonsahead We decidedto fly over
themandlook for somewherdeyondto land. Thelandis prettyflat in this area
with lots of fields and farms around,so finding somewherenv a s anidsue.
Adrian pickedthe field he wanted,it wasneara farm with goodaccess| was
assignedo themiddle of thebasketwhilst Adriantook thefront with therip line.

Landing positionswere takenalthoughtherereally w a s muachroom for this
andthe groundwasapproachindgast. We hit the groundfairly hardandtipped
over,thenbegarthelong dragwhilst ripping out.

Adrianappearedio bebouncingalongtheground
somewhat so | grabbedhis free arm in some
attemptto keephim off the soil. Finally, after50
metreswe cameto a halt with ratheralargepile

of soil in front of us with an indentation of

Adriansbodyin themiddle!

We climbed out slightly muddy but full of
adrenaline.The farmer was in the yard but
d i daoordebver.We contactedheretrieveto give our locationandtheywere
just coming up the track to the farm. Jeff our very experiencedilot quickly
spoketo the farmer who seemednore upsetthatwe had messedip his neatly
ploughedfield but his wife was very chatty when shelearnedwherewe had
comefrom. We startedto packawayandalthoughthefield surfacewasdry the
mud wasso sticky thatit just clungto our boots! We werenot ableto takethe
vehicleonthefield but after quite a few trips with the cylinders,burner,frame,
envelopeandthe basketwith 5kgsof mud stuckto it we startedto replacethe
soil thatwe haddisturbedall 50 metresof it!

We changd our footwear
andAdriantook a gift down
to the landowner who by
now had calmeddown and
we all left happy.

According to the satnavwe
were only 35 miles from
home.




We drovebackto Roystonandwentto the local Wetherspoongub for dinner,
sharingphotosandmemoriesof theday.

| would like to thank Mark for
helpingoutatthelaunchsite, Jeff

for comingto join usfor theday
sorryyoud i dget@lbngerstop

at the services! To Andy for
driving, we know you wer en ot
feeling great but hope you
enjoyedyourself.Finally, a huge
thankyouto my friend Adrianfor

letting me fly with you on the

Long Jump, it was a fantastic
experienceand!l Oogtadldi dn ot
have the task of explaining to
Jeremyaboutany damageo the
cycling helmet!NEXT YEAR?




The Great British Long Jump 2018

Name of Balloon - Ascent G-CCVZ
Name of Pilots - Richard Pugh & Terry McCoy
Balloon Size - 0-120
Date of Flight - 25th October 2018
Propane at start - 320 litres plus inflation tank.
Propane at finish - 160 litres
Starting Place - The Chase Hotel, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, HR9
SLH
01989 763161
Landing Place - Mill Farm, Stanton St. Bernard - SU 0916 6119
Start Time - 11.45am
Duration of Flight - 4.15 hours
Straight Line distance claimed - 43.7NM (50.255 miles) or (80.9KM)
Average Speed - 10.4Kts
Maximum height flown - 5100 feet
Wind direction - SSE
Witnesses to take off - The Manager and staffat T he Chase Hotel.
Tel: 01989 763161 - Email: res@chasehotel.co.uk
Witnesses to landing - Clementine Perrins 01672 8 51334
Length of landing drag - 40 yards

Crew - Mark Pope & Matthew Mullins



The Great British Long Jump 2018

Ascent Balloon G- CCVZ

Pilots

Richard Pugh and Terry McCoy



Pre Long Jump Planning

We decided back in the summer that we were going to have ago  at the Long
jump this year.

We met up in a pub with the aeronautical chart and planned a route. We both
decided we were going to try and take off from our local launch site in B ath to
make thing s a little easier for short notice flights.

We worked out w e had enough gas bottles but we would need to borrow a bigger
basket to fit them in.

We managed to borrow a 105 basket and got all the tanks to fit nicely.
We sorted various crew to be on standby.

We even got the chance to do a test flight before hand to make sure everything
worked etc.

So now we were just waiting for the right weather and direction.

| had a family holiday planned at the end of October and needed to get the
flight done before this.

Time started to tick away with our original plan not working so we started
looking at different options.

We cancelled a few times due to the forecast, which we should have ignored,
got up early and had a look for ourselves as the forecast was wrong.

Time was nearly up now so we knew we just had to get a flight done however
long.

With one day left of flyable we  ather we decided to go for it and we would like
to ta ke off somewhere around the Ross -on-Wye are a.

It was 8pm and | needed to find a launch site quick. | post ed a message on
facebook to ask for help. W ithin 10mins | had two places to contact.

| rang the Chase Hotel who agreed we could take off from their hotel.



The day of the flight.

We all met up in our yard in the morning of 25th October and headed off Ross -
on-Wye.

We arrived at the hotel about 10am. There was no point meeting any earlier as

we were waiting for the wind to pick up and back as forecasted.

We entered the hotel to meet with the Manager and had morning tea.

The hotel were ex ited about the flight. They wanted to post pictures on
facebook. and follow our progress during the day (always nice to meet balloon
friendly people).

We set up on their front lawn, cold inflated and called the staff out so they
could watch to take off.

We took off at 11.45am

The Flight

We took off and climbed to about 2000 feet. Unfortunately the wind direction

hadn't backed as forecasted which still meant our flight would only take us a

far as Salisbury Plain. Also the cloud base was quite low and w e had to come

back down to about 1800 feet, which al so mea
that we wanted.

Current speed was between 8 and 10kts, which stayed the same for the whole
flight.

We carried on at this height heading straight towards the Fore st of Dean and
passed over a few nice towns.

45mins into the flight it was now time for the first tank change. We were over a
place call Lower Soudley and the River Severn in front of us with a slightly
misty view of the Severn Bridges.

After 1 hour we a pproached the River Severn, just as we got level with it we
encountered some bad wind turbulence which caused the balloon to rock around
a bit.



The same thing happened when we reached the other side of the river.

| had spoken to the crew a few times att  his point, but they were tracking us
anyway on an app call Life 360.

| think at this point they were looking for somewhere for lunch (probably
somewhere expensive as | was paying). We were now heading towards
Slimbridge. We had to pass over this at 2000  feet which put us back in the
cloud for a little bit.

We changed our 2 " tank after 1.5hrs we were over the M5 heading towards
Stinchcombe Golf Club. The Club is right on top of a hill surrounded by trees. (I
might play there one day).

We now had a gap in the clouds which meant we could climb to about 5000 feet
where the wind picked up to about 20 kts and our direction had changed by a
few degrees which meant we should miss Salisbury Plain and get a longer flight.

Unfortunately we chatheightfd long asttrerng was plotat t
cloud around.

The third tank change was over a village called Sherston at 2pm.

We were now over Hulavington Airfield which is near the M4. | radioed the crew

to see where they were. They had just pulled into Leigh Del amere serviceos
get some fuel.

As we approached the M4 we saw the crew for the first time coming up the slip

road.

Now at about 2.45pm we were over a town called Calne. It was time again to
change another gas tank. We flew right over the middle of Calne with the
beautiful Bowood Estate on our right which is a massive no landing area.

About an hour or so later we were in the Vale of Pewsey and getting closer to
Salisbury Plain which you candot fly over.

We came down low to start looking for grass fi  elds and it was quite hard to tell
if it was grass or new crop growing.

The ground speed at this point was about 8kts and we knew we were going to
have a drag landing.
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