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Long Jump Report - Pugh / Evans (by Mike Evans) 
 
Technical Bit 
 
Pilots:  Richard Pugh, Mike Evans 
 
Date:  Thursday 15th October 2020 
 
Launch: Mursley Hall Farm, Station Rd, Mursley, Nr Milton Keynes, MK17 0SA 
Time:  10:00hrs 
 
Landing: Lower Greenham Farm, Drimpton, Nr Crewkerne 
Time:  15:00hrs 
 
Distance: 101 n.miles (116.278 Statute miles) 
 
Ave Speed: 20.2 Knots 
 
Max Height: 6000 ft  
 
Propane 
At Start: 9 x 40ltr tanks 360ltrs 
At end:    106ltrs 
 
1st tank change:  10:42   42mins  over Oxford 
2nd tank change: 11.2:3  43mins  
3rd tank change 12:20   45mins 
4th tank change 13:10   50mins  over Longleat 
 
 
Nearly didn’t go 
Rich had been up half the night looking at weather reports. At 05:00 Rich phoned 
me…. The forecast was not brilliant. Do we, don’t we… lets go to look. 
 
The Launch 
We launched from Rich’s 
partner’s (Amanda) brother’s 
farm. Quite breezy and very 
exposed. We knew we had 
made a dodgy choice when 
Amanda’s sister in law said it 
was the highest point in 
Buckinghamshire. Aaaa… We 
didn’t need to use the fan 
much! Brilliant inflation by 
Rich. 
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Gorgeous Morning 
It was a beautiful morning 
and we soon realised that the 
multiple layers of clothing 
were not needed. 
 
 
 
 
 

Something a bit weird 
 
 
Route 
Our plan was to achieve a heading of 240 deg to take us across 
Oxford, towards Taunton, North of Exeter and land in the vicinity of 
Tiverton/Cullompton. At 3000ft we had exactly 240 deg.; spot on. 
 

We managed to maintain this heading, 
using varying heights up to 6000ft until we 
needed to descent due to lowering cloud 
base near Trowbridge. At which point we 
could not get much better than 230 deg. 
 

The Plan, Ignore the times 
 

Oxford 
 
 
 
 

Interesting Bit 
Just SW of Swindon, at 
about 11:45, at 4000ft we 
heard a call on the radio 
asking if anyone else was 
on the frequency. It was a 
microlight who had 
spotted us who then 
came up to take a few 
photos. After exchanging 
phone numbers, we 
spoke later and it turned 
out he had also done a 
long-distance flight by 
microlight to Marrakesh. 
He sent us his pics. 
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Max Height 
We got up to 6000ft after the microlight had 
departed, with our maximum speed of 
26.2knots. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

White Horse Cherhill, Calne 
 
Funny Bit 
Rich forgot his pee pot. We had stopped on-route to the launch site to get 
coffees. The empty cup became a good pee pot. I used it a couple of times 
in the flight filling it half way. Rich waited until we were near Yeovil and filled 
it 3 ½ times over in a single pee… good stop/start control Rich.  
 

 
 
Coincidence 
We launched from Amanda’s brother’s farm. 
We flew directly over the school where Amanda works in 
Steeple Ashton, Nr Trowbridge. 
We flew directly over Amanda’s ex-husbands farm just outside 
west Ashton and he was out in the field in his tractor. 
Not long before landing we flew over Amanda’s eldest 
daughter’s house. 
Spooky…. 
 

 
School Boy Error 
After using 4 tanks we moved onto one of the Master tanks. Extremely low pressure. 
Much scratching of heads and then I realised we should have used the Master’s first 
due to the long period of vapour take off. It was obvious then, but since I normally fly 
on liquid pilot lights it hadn’t occurred to me earlier. 
 
After that we were swapping tanks around to use the low-pressure tanks, leaving 
good pressure tanks for landing.  
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Airspace 
Our planned route did not pass through any aerodrome-controlled 
airspace. Our changed track took us within Yeovilton Airspace, but 
as it happens, they were closed for the day. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

RNAS Yeovilton 
The Landing 

Interesting! 
 
All looked quite calm and stable as we approached 
Crewkerne. However shortly after and heading for the 
Jurassic Coast line of Dorset the hills are quite dramatic 
with some severe undulations. 
 
I took over for the landing with Rich controlling the rip-line 

and turning vents. Normally joint landings don’t end well, but I was giving Rich 
instructions to keep us lined up and when to dump which he followed exactly. 
 
We were hit by a number of severe wind shears and it took all of our concentration to 
work our way through these shears whilst the wind on the ground was clearly 
compressed as it had speeded up. 
 
One opportunity after another passed us by, or rather we 
passed them by. Then a lovely big stubble field was ahead. 
Line us up Rich, dump, burn, dump…. Perfect; we were down 
with only a 10m drag. 
 
Time 15:00hrs; exactly 5 hours. 

 
 
Retrieve 
Mark was brilliant. He took the main routes to head to Yeovil.  He 
was on site within 15 mins of landing. We couldn’t ask for anything 
better. Thanks Mark. 
 
 
 
 
 

Final Track 
 
Esme 

We dedicated this beautiful flight to Esme, my ex-partners 15yr 
old daughter who tragically died on August Bank Holiday Monday. 
We flew high for you Esme x 


