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Flight Report - Great British Long Jump 2016 
 
Date: 9th October 2016 
 
Launch Site: Kirton Lindsey Gliding Club, Lincolnshire, SK 9433 9668 
 
Landing Site: Gaydon, Warwickshire, SP3568 5584 
 
Take off Time: 09.05 BST 
 
Landing Time: 15.23 BST 
 
Flight time: 6 hrs 18mins 
 
Distance flown: 152.56 Km (95.35 miles 
 
Average speed: 24.22 kph (15.14 mph) 
 
Max altitude: 2500 ft 
 
Licolnshire to Warwickshire 
 
It having been 13 years since my last long jump I thought it was time for 
another go. Hmm this weekend looks ok. Looking at the wind direction – 20- 
40 degrees should be ok to miss East Midlands airspace if I take off 
somewhere near Grimsby. 
 I think I had better enter! A quick email to Robin to enter and a few phone calls 
found me a very helpful local balloonist who suggested a gliding club as a launch site 
and arranged permission with the chief instructor. It certainly de-stresses the 
morning to have a launch site already lined up. 
 
Regular crew members Gareth Bufton, Chris Hey and Tony Nicholls were all 
up for assisting and we left from home in Bromsgrove at about 05.00 on the 
Sunday morning. We were on the launch site at about 08.30 to be welcomed 
by friendly club members. 
 
A piball wind reading confirmed the forecast direction of “going to” 200-220 
degrees so it was all ready to go. 
 
Basket was loaded up with 360 litres of propane in seven tanks with a onetank 
sized spot for me. 
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Sunday was a good choice as the RAF largely closes at week-ends and they 
were resurfacing Waddington and I had seen on the Notams that their 
information service would be off air over the week-end – confirmed by a 
precautionary call. 
A lovely day for a long flight but the forecast had indicated no real speed 
advantage by flying high and I found the best speed at around 8-1200 ft but 
39kph was the best I saw at any time and I only averaged 24kph. 
I was confident that I would avoid East Midlands Airspace but as I was fairly 
close decided it was best to let them know I was there. Interestingly they said 
they were able to see me on the radar once they knew where I was. Might 
have had something to do with seven tanks! 
 
I flew right over the centre on Leicester which I gather caused some 
speculation on face book (no airspace, legal height!) and got a good photo of 
Leicester City Football ground. 
 
The weather had been sunny all the way with scattered cumulus clouds but 
then the crew radioed me to ask if I’d looked behind me! Rather different with 
a dark cloud filled sky. I kept flying in the sun on the front edge of this weather 
change but when I lost the sun and with only 40% left in one tank I decided it 
was time to land. 
 
I found a nice large stubble field just over the M40 at Gaydon and we were 
attended by the friendly landowner who was intrigued to hear that I had 
started near Grimsby. 
 
I did remember to take one of those wire devices to pick up things I had 
dropped as I remembered that it is almost impossible to bend low enough with 
all those tanks although I struggled when I dropped my phone! 
It was almost like flying home as we were only 30 minutes and Tony works for 
JLR and is often at Gaydon. I had a great day but as it was rather slow and 
as I flew down main roads for most of the way I think it was rather 
unchallenging for the crew. Many thanks to them. 
 
David Medcalf 
 
31st November 2016 

 

 

 

 

 



Just room for the pilot !                                                        Selfie. 

   

Take off at Kirton Lindsey. 

 

 

                                                                            We do use aeronautical charts – sometimes. 

                                                                    


